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copyright for their winning artwork or app with-
out paying a filing fee.

H.R. 704’s filing fee waiver complements
the related aims of both contests by intro-
ducing young artists and innovators to the in-
tellectual property system and the benefits of
copyright protection.

Intellectual property rights like copyright
allow artists and innovators to protect and
benefit economically from their work,
incentivizing them to continue to pour time and
resources into further creations and innova-
tions.

Industries that rely on intellectual property
have a significant economic impact and are in-
tegral to the U.S. economy.

Despite intellectual property’s importance,
studies show that students have low aware-
ness of intellectual property, even if they are
likely to encounter intellectual property later in
their careers.

H.R. 704 helps close this awareness gap
early on by introducing students who have
shown interest in the arts and STEM to the
possibilities of copyright registration and re-
moving the economic barrier for pursuing such
registration.

As part of the copyright application process,
the winning works may also become a part of
the Library of Congress’ collections and ar-
chives, 75 further spreading the reach of these
students’ creations.

Under current law, the Register of Copy-
rights does not have authority to waive filing
fees for winning students on her own.

Section 708(a)(1) of the Copyright Act pre-
scribes that fees be paid to the Copyright Of-
fice for filing an application for registration of
a copyright, and the Register has only limited
authority to waive fees involving the United
States government.

H.R. 704 amends this section to allow such
waivers for the student winners of the Art
Competition and App Challenge.

| urge all members to join me in voting to
pass H.R. 704, “Artistic Recognition For Tal-
ented Students Act,” or Arts Act.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
NADLER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 704.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

———

ADVANCING MUTUAL INTERESTS
AND GROWING OUR SUCCESS ACT

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2571) to include Portugal in the
list of foreign states whose nationals
are eligible for admission into the
United States as E-1 and E-2 non-
immigrants if United States nationals
are treated similarly by the Govern-
ment of Portugal and to otherwise
modify the eligibility criteria for E
visas, as amended.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 2571

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLES.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Advancing
Mutual Interests and Growing Our Success
Act” or the “AMIGOS Act”.

SEC. 2. NONIMMIGRANT TRADERS AND INVES-
TORS.

For purposes of clauses (i) and (ii) of sec-
tion 101(a)(15)(E) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(E)), Por-
tugal shall be considered to be a foreign
state described in such section if the Govern-
ment of Portugal provides similar non-
immigrant status to nationals of the United
States.

SEC. 3. MODIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
FOR E VISAS.

Section 101(a)(15)(E) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(E))
is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘(or, in the case of an
alien who acquired the relevant nationality
through a financial investment and who has
not previously been granted status under
this subparagraph, the foreign state of which
the alien is a national and in which the alien
has been domiciled for a continuous period of
not less than 3 years at any point before ap-
plying for a nonimmigrant visa under this
subparagraph)”’ before ‘‘, and the spouse’’;
and

(B) by striking ‘‘him”’ and inserting ‘‘such
alien’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘he’ each place such term
appears and inserting ‘‘the alien’.

SEC. 4. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. NADLER) and the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BISHOP) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H.R. 2571.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2571, the Advanc-
ing Mutual Interests and Growing Our
Success Act, or AMIGOS Act, would
allow citizens of Portugal to partici-
pate in the E-1 and E-2 visa programs
for traders and investors if Portugal
provides reciprocal treatment to U.S.
citizens.

The E-1 Treaty Trader program pro-
vides temporary visas to individuals or
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employees of firms that engage in sub-
stantial trade with the United States.

The E-2 Treaty Investor program
provides visas to individuals so that
they can develop and direct the oper-
ations of an enterprise in which they
have invested a substantial amount of
capital.

The United States became Portugal’s
largest trading partner outside the Eu-
ropean Union in 2015. Bilateral trade
between our counties is growing at a
rapid pace, from $4.2 billion in 2015 to
$8.9 billion in 2019.

Unlike most European Union coun-
tries, Portugal did not have a bilateral
treaty with the United States before
joining the European Union. Now, de-
spite being one of our closest allies and
closest economic partners, they are one
of only five European Union countries
whose citizens are not eligible for E-1
and E-2 visas.

This is a bipartisan measure that we
can all support. The bill simply would
expand opportunities for Portuguese
citizens to invest in the United States,
facilitate trade, and create jobs for
U.S. workers.

The bill also strengthens the E visa
programs by ensuring that individuals
who obtain the nationality of a treaty
country through an investment-based
visa have sufficient ties to their new
country of nationality before they can
qualify for an E-1 or E-2 visa.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE) for
championing this issue and working
across the aisle to build consensus on
this legislation. H.R. 2571 will improve
our economy and strengthen our ties
with an important and longstanding
ally.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2671, the Advancing Mutual Interests
and Growing Our Success Act, or the
AMIGOS Act.

The bill makes nationals of Portugal
eligible for E-1 and E-2 nonimmigrant
visas, as long as Portugal allows recip-
rocal visas for U.S. nationals. E-1 visas
are temporary visas available for trea-
ty traders, and E-2 visas are available
for treaty investors.

As stated in the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, these visas are available
to aliens who are “‘entitled to enter the
United States under and in pursuance
of the provisions of a treaty of com-
merce and navigation between the
United States and the foreign state of
which the alien is a national, and their
spouse and children solely to either
carry on substantial trade, including
trade in services or trade in tech-
nology, principally between the United
States and the foreign state of which
the alien is a national, or to develop
and direct the operations of an enter-
prise in which the alien has invested a
substantial amount of capital.”
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Alien employees of treaty traders
and treaty investors may receive visas
if they are coming to the United States
““to engage in duties of an executive or
supervisory character; or, if employed
in a lesser capacity, if they have spe-
cial qualifications that make the serv-
ices to be rendered essential to the effi-
cient operation of the enterprise.”

E-1 and E-2 visa holders may be ad-
mitted initially for a period of 2 years,
and can apply for extensions in 2-year
increments.

The U.S. has entered into treaties of
commerce since at least 1815, when we
entered into a Convention to Regulate
Commerce with the United Kingdom.
Currently, the nationals of 82 countries
are eligible for E-1 and/or E-2 visa sta-
tus.
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During fiscal year 2020, almost 26,800
E-1 and E-2 visas were issued, down be-
cause of the pandemic from roughly
50,000 during fiscal year 2019.

While the AMIGOS Act passed the
House last Congress, the version we are
considering today is somewhat dif-
ferent. The updated text includes lan-
guage, added at the request of Senator
LEE from Utah, aimed at preventing
abuse of the E visa program whereby
an individual essentially purchases
citizenship in a U.S. trade treaty coun-
try simply to be eligible to get a U.S.
E visa. Specifically, the language re-
quires that an alien be domiciled in the
U.S. trade treaty country for at least 3
years before the individual can apply
for an E visa.

I thank Senator LEE for his commit-
ment to ensuring the integrity of our
visa programs.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3

minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
CICILLINE).

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from New York, the
chair of the Judiciary Committee, for
bringing this bill to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2671, the Advancing Mutual Interests
and Growing Our Success Act, or the
AMIGOS Act.

The AMIGOS Act is a bipartisan bill
that I introduced along with my col-
leagues Mr. COSTA, Mr. KEATING, Mr.
VALADAO, and Mr. KHANNA to encour-
age greater investment and trade be-
tween the United States and Portugal.

H.R. 2571 makes Portuguese nation-
als eligible for E-1 and E-2 non-
immigrant investor visas. Extending
visas to Portugal not only gives Por-
tuguese businesses an opportunity to
invest in the United States, but it is a
mutually beneficial relationship that
promotes jobs in both countries and
growth in United States businesses and
our economy.

The United States has no better
friend than the country of Portugal. As
one of the first countries to recognize
the United States after the Revolu-
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tionary War, Portugal is one of our
closest economic partners and strong-
est allies. Today, the United States
maintains that longstanding relation-
ship as the fifth-largest export market
for Portugal and its largest trading
partner outside of the European Union.

I am proud to represent the First
District of Rhode Island, home to one
of the country’s largest and most vi-
brant Portuguese communities, a com-
munity that has made outstanding
contributions in the arts, culture, busi-
ness, and public service in this country
for many decades.

The United States is Portugal’s larg-
est trading partner outside the Euro-
pean Union, with bilateral trade reach-
ing $6.6 billion in 2019. There are cur-
rently over 130 American companies
operating in Portugal in a wide range
of economic sectors, including pharma-
ceutical, chemical, technology, bank-
ing, and health sectors.

In 2019, the United States’ direct in-
vestment position in Portugal was $2.3
billion, an increase of 6 percent from
2018. The direct investment position
from Portugal in the United States,
however, experienced a 1 percent de-
crease to $1.4 billion from 2018 to 2019.

Portugal is one of only five EU coun-
tries whose citizens are not currently
eligible for E-1 or E-2 visas. In the ab-
sence of a bilateral treaty, which Por-
tugal cannot enter due to the rules of
the European Union, Congress has the
power to authorize E-1 and E-2 visa
benefits to other countries. We have
exercised our authority to do so for
both Israel in 2012 and New Zealand in
2018.

I am proud to lead this effort to sup-
port our ally and friend, Portugal. I en-
courage my colleagues to support H.R.
2571, the AMIGOS Act, and I again
thank Mr. NADLER for bringing the bill
to the floor.

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, the AMI-
GOS Act is bipartisan legislation that
would improve our economy and
strengthen our ties with an important
and longstanding ally.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support the bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
NADLER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2571, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.
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REDEFINING EASTERN AND MID-
DLE JUDICIAL DISTRICTS OF
NORTH CAROLINA

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 1340) to amend title 28, United
States Code, to redefine the eastern
and middle judicial districts of North
Carolina.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1340

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. JUDICIAL DISTRICTS OF NORTH
CAROLINA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 113 of title 28,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘and Wil-
son and’” and inserting ‘“Wilson, those por-
tions of Hoke, Moore, Scotland, and Rich-
mond counties encompassing the Fort Bragg
Military Reservation and Camp Mackall,
and”’; and

(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting
the following:

“(b) MIDDLE DISTRICT.—The Middle Dis-
trict comprises the counties of Alamance,
Cabarrus, Caswell, Chatham, Davidson,
Davie, Durham (excluding that portion of
Durham County encompassing the Federal
Correctional Institution, Butner, North
Carolina), Forsyth, Guilford, Hoke (exclud-
ing that portion of Hoke County encom-
passing the Fort Bragg Military Reservation
and Camp Mackall), Lee, Montgomery,
Moore (excluding that portion of Moore
County encompassing the Fort Bragg Mili-
tary Reservation and Camp Mackall), Or-
ange, Person, Randolph, Richmond (exclud-
ing that portion of Richmond County encom-
passing the Fort Bragg Military Reservation
and Camp Mackall), Rockingham, Rowan,
Scotland (excluding that portion of Scotland
County encompassing the Fort Bragg Mili-
tary Reservation and Camp Mackall),
Stanly, Stokes, Surry, and Yadkin.”.

(b) APPLICATION.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall not apply to any ac-
tion commenced or pending in any judicial
district of North Carolina before the date of
enactment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) and the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BI1SHOP) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on S. 1340.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, S. 1340 would redefine
the boundaries of the middle and east-
ern districts of North Carolina to place
Fort Bragg and Camp Mackall, a sub-
installation of Fort Bragg located
roughly 40 miles away, entirely within
the eastern district, a very smart and
instructive decision.
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